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This year we want to document all the great things occurring throughout the 
district and show why we are a “District of Distinction.” When you see 
something great happening in the classroom, throughout the district or in the 
community, post it on social media using #FCSOurStory. The Weekly Pic Cloud:  
 

 

 
 

 

This week the district would like to spotlight Carla Prather, a 6th Grade Teacher 
at E.P. Ward Elementary School. This past Saturday, she took a group of 
students to Morehead State University to engage in a dance and acting 
workshop. What a powerful experience for her students – practical learning 
and a college campus visit – amazing. The thing to keep in mind, Mrs. Prather is 
constantly providing her students real-world and fun experiences. During the 
Formative Quality Review at WES, Mrs. Prather had her classroom setup to be 
a supermarket – where students had to use their math skills to purchase 
groceries. When her students are asked if they need anything who do they go 
to, they always Mrs. Prather. Her relationships with her students and the 
experiences that she provides her students are truly phenomenal.  
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Strategic Framework: 
 
Important Note: As we perform walk-throughs we are observing how teachers 
and administrators are directly using the Strategic Framework to make 
decisions.  
 
Staff, as you utilize the Strategic Framework, think about the following 
guiding question: 
 
Focus Area: Culture, Communication and Community 
Core Belief: Parent and community engagement are essential for 
student success 
Guiding Question: How are parents, businesses, community partners 
and colleges/universities engaged in the teaching and learning process? 
 
Districts of Distinction provide opportunities for stakeholders to have a 
voice and to be engaged in the educational process. A key to effective 
21st Century learning is practical and real-world experiences. Think 
about the many experiences our community and business partners can 
provide our students. The Chamber of Commerce is organizing field trips 
for our elementary schools to tour the community and visit the many 
businesses. Experiences, like field trips to small businesses, benefits our 
students. Trips like these sparks the entrepreneurial spirt in our students 
and encourages our students to dream and be innovative. Furthermore, 
field trips to our local small businesses also shows that we value their 
support. We have a great community – there is no doubt that we have 
among the best communities in Kentucky and in the United States. As 
educators, we have an obligation to encourage partnerships with our 
community and engage them in the learning process. We must look for 
opportunities to invite community members and leaders into our 
classrooms to strengthen the learning process. The real-world 
experiences and knowledge that they can bring to our students will 



prove to be priceless and only lead to stronger support for our district 
and more student successes in the classroom and in life.  
 

 

The Importance of a Community. As we approach the end of what 
seems a very warm October, it is important to reflect on the many 
successes of the 2015-2016 school year. As a result of the hard work by 
students, teachers, staff members and parents, student achievement 
reached new levels -  actually soared to new levels at many of our 
schools. It is important that we understand that student achievement is 
culmination of many individuals and group, not a few. Jon Gordon says 
that “Great leaders don’t succeed because they are great. They succeed 
because they bring out the greatness in others.” 
 
This past week, we are reminded how priceless our community is in our 
pursuit to becoming a “District of Distinction.” Hundreds of people lined 
the streets this past Friday to, many would say – to see the tractors, but 
I would argue that they lined the streets to show support for our 
students, the district’s educational program, the community’s culture 
and way of life. We are constantly reminded about the importance of 
engaging all stakeholders in the educational process. Friday was a good 
day to reflect on all the positives our community has in regards to 
support for students (our children) and support for education. Our 
community is always there to support our students – no matter if they 
support the initiative or not, they are there. Community support is 
proudly part of #FCSOurStory. We are known throughout Kentucky for 
our community support – something that we should never take for 
granted. Great school districts not only empower stakeholders to be 
leaders, they empower stakeholders to support the educational process. 
Great school districts do not become great because of single individuals 
or groups, but because of a team (the entire community) working 
toward the same goal. In our case, our entire community wants and 
expects Fleming County Schools to become a “District of Distinction.” 
We must always search for opportunities to engage and empower our 
community – not isolate them.  
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All last week students across the district learned about the importance 
of agriculture in Fleming County, Kentucky, and in the United States. Our 
country is great as a result of the hard work of people in the agriculture 
community who take pride in having the best food system in the world 
and in history. This was repeatedly stated all last week by the many 
guest speakers that the community actually organized for our students. 
This was a great reminder about the importance of empowering our 
community to be part of the journey to becoming the best. 
Furthermore, our students were engaged in learning events all week, 
with a Day of Service on Saturday sponsored by the Fleming County FFA. 
As the community sponsored learning events throughout the week, our 
students gave back on Saturday performing various service projects 
throughout the community.   
 
It is important to stress the importance of community involvement in 
schools – as many school districts suffer as a result of poor community 
support and engagement. We often hear about schools with no 
community support or community issues. We are truly blessed to be in a 
community, county, and a Commonwealth that still takes pride in local 
values. Furthermore, we are truly blessed to have local, state and 
national leaders who will take time out of their busy schedule to 
participate in a community event and speak with our students. Not 
many school districts have this level of access – which at the end of the 
day helps our students. In fact, our community brings out the best in us 
as educators. Through their support, the community pushes us to be 
even better for students. Overwhelmingly, our community still values 
and respects education and educators – they understand how important 
education is in preparing our students for college, for a career, and for 
life.  Furthermore, our community encourages us to ensure that 
students are successful. They expect that we plant seeds in the 
community’s youth that will result in a plentiful harvest tomorrow. The 
community support we experience allows us to focus on ensuring 
students succeed. As students succeed, we succeed as a school district. 
 
Our Journey Continues… 
 

Weekly Calendar of Events 
Monday, October 17, 2016: District Team Meeting at 9:00 am (District Office) 
Wednesday, October 19, 2016: FCS Health & Wellness Expo @ 4:00 pm (FM Energy Office) 
Thursday, October 20, 2016: Monthly Cafeteria Managers’ Meeting @ 1:00 pm (District Office) 
Friday, October 21, 2016: Black and Gold Day 
 

 



 


